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where Germany stood among the primi inter pares., its weakness
was not so apparent.
The "servile" position of Germany which precluded her
standing alone made Stresemann grasp one possibility of develop-
ment. If the League was what it ought to be, and indeed what
it claimed to be, a great international parliament, it would sooner
or later develop a legislative power of its own. As it developed
that, the parallel creation of what would correspond to the party
system in a parliamentary state would also develop. At the
moment, without any legislative power at all, temporary differ-
ences of opinion produced ad hoc parties, and any sustained
division of opinion tended to turn them into more than that.*
It was not simply that he saw—the idea was also present in the
minds of many mediocre statesmen—that in the formation of
parties a state might discriminatingly, selfishly, and profitably
participate; he looked far beyond mere lobbying, beyond a
system of ad hoc alliances as at present favoured, to the formation
of a true party, and in his search for it he found fresh justification
for what he was seeking to make the basis of German foreign
policy. In this development he saw the stage on which Franco-
German co-operation could work openly. In it he saw the process
whereby the new European commonwealth could be substituted
for the existing European treaty system, already a system of
fearsome complexity. He saw the League as the directing inter-
national body in embryo; he saw Western European civilization
as the sole basis and condition of any true internationalism, and
he deduced from that, for historical reasons even if they were
also sentimental reasons, that the Bismarckian system of juggling
with alliances must be rejected in favour of the unity of the
western democracies. It was here that he ceased to be simply a
German statesman as he realized that there was more at stake
than the future of Germany, something at stake indeed which
alone made it possible for Germany to have a future. To secure
that future there must be a period when it would be necessary
for the western powers to control development. There would
* The experience of the Disarmament Conference is eloquent in this
connection.

